
Q &A with John McVeigh, producer of OHA's 2020 Gala video: Twenty + Twenty 
 
Since it may not be entirely clear what a virtual Gala is, we decided to go right to the source to get the 
inside story. Producer John McVeigh is a distinguished tenor, having performed and sung in venues 
around the world including the Metropolitan Opera. He is also an Opera House board member and the 
owner of J. McVeigh Jewelry in Stonington. 
 
Interview by Debbie Weil, Past Chair, OHA Board of Directors. 
 
Q. John, how did you get the idea for this year's Gala video? 
A.  I got the idea by watching all of my colleagues at the Met, especially those who produce the HD 
broadcasts in movie theatres. They inspired me to explore what we  could do to celebrate 20 years of past 
performances, while also looking ahead 20 years. The Met's At-Home Gala in April was also an inspiration. 
 
 
Q. How did you decide which of OHA's past productions to highlight? 
A. We surveyed the board and the staff for their favorite moments and performers and performances. We 
also wanted to represent all the various aspects of OHA's programming from Shakespeare to jazz to 
education. 
 
 
Q. Who can we expect to see featured in the Gala video? 
A. You're going to see some of OHA's favorite performers, including Jason Martin of The Last Ferryman, 
Melody Bates of Avalon, and the cast of As You Like It. But this is not archival footage. All the performers 
(and there  are more than I have mentioned!) have created new, original performances for the video. We felt 
it was important to provide new content as part of our virtual Gala. This will be a unique experience. 
 
Q. Is there anything included about the history of the Opera House? 
A. Yes! Linda Nelson and Judith Jerome, two of the co-founders, explain the history of the building and 
also moderate a conversation with those who have come up through the Opera House, including interns, 
actors and staff. 
 
Q. We hear there is a surprise at the end of the video. What is it? 
A. I’ll offer a sneak peek: it's a piece that involves a number of community cast members performing 
together, virtually. It  was an epic feat of organization and editing. You won't want to miss it! 
 
Q. Thank you, John. We can't wait. 
A. My pleasure. Be sure to tune in at 7 PM on Wednesday July 15th at http://operahousearts.org/gala.  
 


